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Section A:  Pil03 Introduction to Metaphysics Weighting 1.5

1.
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“Philosophy is love of wisdom”. Discuss with special reference to Plato’s
Symposium. : '

Wonder and doubt lie at the origins of metaphysics. Discuss how for Descartes
the beginnings of his metaphysics are to be found in the mood of doubt.
Contrast this briefly to Aristotle’s account of wonder.

“The Myth of the Cave depicts a journey of truth and freedom”. Discuss.

Discuss Plato’s claim that knowledge is recollection.

Discuss the thesis that all knowledge aims towards the good.

Give an account of Aristotle’s four causes. Add a note on Descartes’ concept of
cause.



Section B: Pil04 Practical Ethics Weighting 1.5

1. Write a short introduction to that area of ethics known as practical ethics.

2. Write an essay on ethics and vivisection.

3. Write an essay on one of the following: (i) the main moral arguments for IVF; (ii)
the main moral arguments against IVF; (iii) IVF in Ireland; (iv) feminist responses
to the new reproductive technologies.

4, Explain the distinction between reproductive cloning and therapeutic cloning. Is
either form of cloning morally defensible?

S. Write an essay on individualism, the social compact and the Celtic Tiger.

6. What does the Report, Women and Crisis Pregnancy (1998) tell us about Irish

-women’s responses to crisis pregnancy?

7. Write an essay on one of the following: D. Marquis, (i) “Why Abortion is
Immoral” (1989); (ii) W. Binchy, “Abortion and human rights” (1992).

8. Write an essay on one of the following: (i) J.J. Thomson, “A Defence of Abortion”
(1971): (ii) F.M. Kamm, “A Basic Abortion Argument” in her Creation and
Abortion (1992). :

9. Which of the seven options identified in the Green Paper on Abortion (1999)
should be pursued, and why?

10.  Write an essay on the main moral arguments for euthanasia.

11.  Write an essay on the main moral arguments against euthanasia.

12.  Should euthanasia be legalised?.



