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History HI 362. Party and Power in 19" and early 20™ c. British politics
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Answer three questions ‘ Time. allowed: two hours.
1. Are we at all justified in talking about ‘political parties’ — in the modern sense — before
1832?

2. “In the short term, the Reform Act strengthened the status quo.” (E.J. Evans). Do you
agree with this verdict on the Reform Act of 18322

3. “ . .substantially, the foundations of the Victorian Conservative and Liberal parties were
‘ laid in the decade 1830-1840” (N.Gash). Discuss.

or ‘

Is the verdict on Peel, that he was an outstanding statesman but an indifferent party
leader, a fair one?

4. Why did the Chartists fail?
-5. In what sense, and for whom, was the 1867 Reform Acta ‘leap in the dark’?
or

How important was the pressure of public opinion in the passing of the 1867 Reform
. Act? :

6. “The Second Reform act of 1867 had a decisive effect on the development of party
- organisation.”(P. Adelman). Compare and contrast the organisational initiatives
undertaken by the two main parties in the decade after 1867.
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. Assess the significance of religious convictions and allegiances in the political life of
Mid-Victorian Britain. -

. Why did the Conservative party become, in the public mind, pre-eminently the party of
empire in the later 19" century?

or
Assess J. P. Comnford’s explanation for ‘the tfansfdrmation of Conservatism’ in late -
Victorian Britain.
. “The decline of the Liberal Party is the major feature of Victorian political history
between 1886 and the death of the Queen” (P.Adelman). Discuss.

or

Assess the role and significance of Joseph Chamberlain in the party realignment of late
Victorian Britain. ‘

10. Discuss the view that the rise of the Labour party - and the decline of the Liberal party -

lies in developments within British Trade Unionism in the twenty years before the
outbreak of the Great War.

or
Do you agree with Henry Pelling’s proposition that it was long term social and economic
trends, ‘simultaneously uniting Britain geographically and dividing her inhabitants in
terms of class,” which ultimately presented the working-class vote to Labour and sealed
the fate of the Liberal party? ‘

1’1. Was it a case of the Conservative/Unionist government losing, rather than the Liberal
party winning, the 1906 general election?

or

Was there any convincing evidence on the eve of the Great War that the Liberal party was
facing a crisis?

12. Assess the impact of World War 1 on the structure of British party politics.
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Géneral Election Results

Year C L LU:  IrshNat  Lab/Lib-Lab
1868 B S | ]
1874 352 0 243 . 57 -
1880 28 352 . 62 -
1885 250 134 - s ;
1886 316 2 78 g -
1892 268 .. 273 47 oa ]
1895 a0 1,77  7'1 . 82 ;
1900 349 e 82 ]

1906 132 377 25 83 33
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