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SECTION A

Introduction to Italian History

Anéwer ﬂq of the following questions:

“The unification of Italy was a sudden and unexpected development’. Discuss.

Discuss the main characteristics of the Fascist regime in Italy between 1921 and
1940.

What cHanges did the economic boom bring to Italian society?

Discuss the development of right wing and left wing terrorism in Italy in the
1970s.

| Analyse the main developments in the Italian mafia from the end of World War

Two to the 1990s.

Explain the events which brought about a ‘Second Italian Republic’ in 1992.

SECTION B

Italian Cinema

Answer one of the following questions:

1.

Bicycle Thieves (1946) is a study in exclusion. Discuss the manner in which
Vittorio de Sica conveys this central theme via the film’s mise-en-scéne.

- Consider the tension between fable and fact in Roberto Benigni film Life is

Beautiful (1997).

Compare and contrast the treatment of the father-son relationship in Bicycle
Thieves and Life is Beautiful.



SECTION C
Answer one of the following questions:
1. Discuss the historical and economic development of one Italian region and

highlight its contribution to the advancement of the Italian economic and/or
“cultural landscape in the twentieth century. '

2. Discuss how stereotypes still influence foreigners’ perceptions of Italy and
Ttalians and how these stereotypes have been reinforced by the worldwide success
of certain film productions in the second half of the twentieth century.
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