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The World Trade Organisation (WTO) Agreement ~‘ a mere enhancement of the
General Agreement on Tariffs in Trade (GATT)’ or ‘a watershed moment in the
institution of world economic relations’?

Discuss.
Answer (a) OR (b):

The World Trade Organisation (WTO) launched negotiations for new
agreements (hypothetical) in the areas of trade in services and trade and
intellectual property. The European Commission negotiated these agreements
on behalf of the both the European Community (EC) and the Member States of
the EC. The negotiations have been completed and the Commission has
concluded the agreements for the EC and its Members States. The Council of
Ministers of the European Union is of the opinion that the Commission has
overstepped the boundaries of its powers in concluding the agreements. The
Council of Ministers seeks legal advice in this matter.

Advise the Council of Ministers as to any arising legal issues.

OR

(b) Explain the position of the European Community (EC) in the World Trade

Organisation (WTO) with particular emphasis on Article XXIV GATT 1994.

The Irish government maintains that the US is in breach of its obligations under
Article III (2) GATT. The Irish government is unsure about dispute settlement
procedures in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and approaches you for
advice. Advise the Irish government on the procedural and substantive issues
involved in dispute settlement system of the WTO.

Dumping can be broadly defined as exporting goods at a price below that charged
on the domestic market and is thought to be highly injurious to producers in the
importing country.

Assess the methods of pr'éventing dumping under the World Trade Organisation
Agreement.

Critically examine the relationship between free trade and environmental
protection.

“The interrelationship between trade policy and labour rights is among the most
contentious issues that the world trading system faces today.”

Discuss.
END
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