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LW394-CriminalJustice-TOM

1.  Write an essay on the role of discretion in public prosecutions,
including an account of any reforms you would recommend in this
area.

2. “Trial by jury should be the norm. Any exceptions to the right to

' jury trial should be closely circumscribed and offences of medium
gravity should be so defined as to give the accused the option of
jury trial in every case.” Discuss the extent to which this principle
is ‘reflected in modern Irish law, especially in relation to the
jurisdiction of the District Court.

3. Article 6 of the European Convention of Human Rights guarantees
the right to trial by a fair and impartial tribunal and the same right
is, implicitly at least, protected by the Constitution of Ireland.

- With reference to appropriate case law discuss the implications of
this guarantee for the selection of juries and for any allegations that
may come to light during or after a criminal law that one or more
jurors may have expressed prejudice towards the accused.

4, Give a critical account of the powers currently vested in the Gardai
to detain suspects for questioning.

5. Peter has been charged with an offence of obstructing a tribunal of

' inquiry and is due for trial in Dublin Circuit Criminal Court in July

2004. However, for the past several months, his evidence to the

tribunal and the allegations made against him by other witnesses

have been subject to extensive media comment. In February 2004,

one tabloid newspgper carried a front-page headline which said:

- “JAIL HIM?”, referring to Peter. An interim report of the tribunal

which alleged that Peter had obstructed it has also been subject to

extensive media analysis. Peter claims that he cannot get a fair trial

‘in these circumstances and seeks your advice as to whether he

should apply to have his trial prohlblted on the ground of adverse
pubhmty Advise him.

6. “The present Irish law on bail represents an awkward compromise
between the competing values of liberty and security”. Discuss.
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