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1. Discuss the doctor’s duty of confidentiality to his or her patient and the limits on
‘ this duty.
2. Write a short account of the decision in HW & CW v North Western Health

Board. Do you agree with this decision? Please refer to academic commentary
In your answer.

3. Jenny is suffering from a terminal illness and during the early stage of her illness

- she executed a living will and she told her doctors that she wanted them to

discontinue nutrition and hydration and allow her to die if and when she is no

longer able to communicate. In addition, she has asked that her husband be

granted immunity from prosecution if he were to help her to die. Advise Jenny on

the law as it applies to each of these situations and refer to case law in your
answer.

4 The Supreme Court in the Collins v Mid-Western Health Board & O’Connor
(Supreme Court, unreported 12 Nov. 1999) has set down standards of care aimed
at improving practice for doctors and patients. Critically analyse the approach of
the courts in cases such as Collins and comment on whether, in your oplmon
these decisions might have a positive impact on the health care area.

5 The health care system is receiving constant attention at all levels of Irish society
and the problem of access and equity appear to be among the most commonly
cited grounds for complaint. Discuss the current system and whether law has a
role to play in dealing with these problems. Refer in your answer to the proposals
for change.

6.  Write an essay on the law and consent for incapacitated adults and discuss the

gaps in Irish law and the need for law reform. .
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