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SP220 Methods for Social and Political Science

- Section A: Qualitative. Answer two questions from this section

Please keep your answers short and to the point. You may not reuse material from one
answer in another answer.

1. Discuss the main differences between qualitative and quantitative social research. Is it
always possible to clearly distinguish between these two strands of research

. methodology?

EITHER

2. Outline the advantages and disadvantages of triangulation. .

OR

3. How does choice of research methods affect the interpretation and results of a
research investigation?

Compare and contrast covert and overt participant observation.

Research participants are rarely involved in research planning, design, analysis or
outcomes. Discuss the benefits and limitations of democratising the research process.
‘Describe two methods of qualitative data analysis.

“The social researcher has the right to study anything and anybody using whatever
means necessary”. Discuss the various stances adopted by researchers regarding
ethical guidelines.

v

_o

8. Why is it important to consider the ways in which social science is written? Drawing
- from qualitative and quantitative research, include in your answer issues such as the
use of rhetoric and writing strategies, reflexivity and voice.

Section B: Quantitative. Answer two questions from this section
Please keep your answers short and to the point. You may not reuse material from one
answer in another answer. 4

9. (a) List and briefly describe the criteria for causality discussed by Babbie in The
Practice of Social Research.

(b) What problems in providing the evidence needed to meet these criteria frequently
arise in cross-sectional research designs (such as those often employed in survey
research)? .

10. Babbie contrasts the inductive model of theory construction with the deductive
model. Describe these two models, giving examples of research that uses one of
these models.



11. List and briefly describe the main stages in quantitative research as depicted by either
Babbie or Bryman. Please specify clearly which text is used.

EITHER:
12 (a) Why does Bryman assert that “validity (of measurement) presumes reliability”?
(b) List and briefly describe four types of validity (of measurement) considered by
Bryman. '
OR

13. (a) Babbie lists four criteria for measurement quality: precision, accuracy, reliability

and validity. Briefly explain what is meant by each of these terms.
(b) Describe two approaches to assessing reliability (omitting “using established

measures”).

14. In Steelman and Mercy’s article, “Unconfounding the Confluence Model”:

‘ ‘a. What were the benefits and costs of including in the study only white children
“residing in homes with both of their natural parents and no other adults over 20
years old”? ‘

b. Why were separate tables of mean IQ by birth order and sibship size constructed
for below-poverty status subjects on the one hand and for above-poverty status
. subjects on the other?

c. In the tables mentioned in (b) above, why were all families of sibship size greater
than five put together into one category, whereas families of sibship size one, two,
three, four and five respectively were assigned to separate categories?

15. a. What are the benefits of sampling as opposed to taking a complete enumeration of
a population? What is the major disadvantage of sampling?
b. What are the defining features of one of the following:
(1) simple random sampling, or
(ii) stratified random sampling

- 16.  What are the problems caused for probability sampling by:
(i) inadequate sampling frame

(ii) non-response ;

(iii) small sample size 4

~17.  Listthe rules for designing survey questions given by Bryman.

18. . What are the sampling issues OR the issues of reliability and validity specific to
 structured observation as a research method, according to Bryman?




