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Answer THREE Questions. One question to be answered from Part A and One question to be answered from

y questions explicitly
asked, referencing the ethical codes where appropriate. Analyze the questions in the light of the ethical theories we
have studied this semester.

PART A (Legal Ethics)

(Answer One Question Only)



3. You are a solicitor in Ireland. While discussing your client’s upcoming sentencing for an assault, he informs
you about other crimes, including murders, that he has committed. He says he doesn’t want the court to find
out about these. He is concerned about future prosecutions and about his sentence (on the current charge)
being enhanced because of these other offences. He laughingly tells you that there is a guy on death row in
Texas for a crime he committed. He describes the Texas homicide to you in brutal, gory detail, providing the
victim’s name and the date of the homicide. You later check into the matter and learn that someone is on death
row for this offence. That man has maintained his innocence from the moment of his arrest. You also learn
that your client was in Texas at the time of the homicide. To make matters worse, the Texas inmate is set to be
executed in two weeks time.

What do you do? What are your ethical duties? To whom do you owe ethical duties? What if your client dies
one week before the execution? How are these issues related to your personal morality? Reference some of the
ethical theories we have discussed in class. How do these theories contrast with the ethical rules?

PART B (Business Ethics)
(Answer One Question Only)

4. You work for an advertising agency in Ireland that recently handled a very successful advertising
campaign for Guinness. You are proud of the work you did on the campaign; it increased sales of
‘Guinness while promoting responsible drinking. Your company has just landed a huge contract with
Gullo Wines, based in California. Gullo is a family company and they were impressed by the way you
promoted Guinness. They have asked specifically for you to handle their account. This will mean an

increase in salary for you and a chance for your family to have many of the things that you want them
to have.

\
You meet with Gullo and they tell you that they want your ad campaign to feature family gatherings
and responsible drinking. It is the image of which they want people to think when they see the name
Gullo. They want their wines advertised in many markets throughout the world. Other than that, they
leave the content and strategy up to you.

Almost as an afterthought, they mention that they have this cheap “wine,” B-52, that they also want
you to introduce into a number of specific markets, in Ireland and certain other countries. It is not to
be marketed under the Gullo name, but that of a subsidiary company. Previously, B-52 has been sold
only in the United States. B-52 is not truly a wine, but a distilled liquor flavored like cheap wine. Its

-~ alcohol content is very high and it costs very little to buy. The only people who drink this beverage
are alcoholics who cannot afford anything else. Gullo wants you to pursue that market vigorously in
Ireland and some countries in the former Soviet bloc. Gullo executives are very excited about the
profit potential for B-52.

What are your ethical obligations in this situation? to whom do you owe these obligations? Analyze
your actions, those of Gullo and your advertising company in light of some of the ethical theories we
have discussed throughout the year.
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5. You are an executive working for a company that manufactures and markets cellular telephones in
Ireland. The Celtic Tiger has recently begun to limp a little, reflecting global economic trends.
Markets are jittery and businesses are failing worldwide. This appears to be a temporary
“adjustment” and it is hoped that the economic downturn will soon end. The cellular phone market
has been one of the hardest hit. Because several similar companies have failed recently, the remaining
manufacturers have become nervous and a destructive price war has begun. People are selling under
cost and a general failure of the industry is feared. Competition from China is a very serious factor,
although currently the quality of Chinese phones is not equal to those made in Ireland. (The Chinese
are using forced prison labor to make their components and have an easy time producing their
products more cheaply than those made in Ireland.)

Many jobs will be lost in Ireland, including yours, if the industry goes under. The remaining Irish
manufacturers and marketers of cellular phones convene a meeting. Someone proposes announcing
industry “norms” for prices. If followed, these prices will provide a fair profit for the companies
involved, will not gouge the consumers and will be able to compete with the Chinese goods (the
Chinese have to contend with shipping costs, import fees and poor quality). The idea is to set these
price norms temporarily until the economy rights itself, then competition will begin again in earnest.
Discuss the ethics of the proposal, referencing the ethical theories we have discussed in class during
the year. What effect does the fact that China is using forced labor have on your analysis?

6. You are the business manager for a construction company. You have just been told by your boss that
the company landed a very lucrative development contract in County Clare. The boss shows you the
plans for the job and you realize that the land that is to be developed is in the Burren. The land has
spectacular views of Galway Bay, the Atlantic and the Aran Islands, on the occasional clear day. You
happen to know that this land was previously protected from development under European treaties
because the Burren is a fragile ecosystem. You raise this issue with your boss. She tells you “not to
worry” because “it has all been taken care of.” You appear perplexed. She tells you the landowner
approached a member of the Dail in an attempt to have the land in question “declassified.” The
distinguished member made it happen. For a significant “donation,” the boundaries of the Burren
have been redrawn, excluding this piece of land from its domain and, therefore, from the meddlesome

~ treaty protection. This was all done very quietly. Your boss tells you “it is over and done with.” She
assures you that everything is legal. She wants you to arrange the loans for development of guest
houses and to make sure the ground is broken before any environmentalists or neighbors seek to
challenge this development.

Discuss the ethical considerations involved in your work on this matter. To whom do you owe ethical
obligations?  Refer to the ethical theories we have discussed throughout the year.




